
A few years ago I received an invitation to 
go sailing on Monterey Bay from a 
Presbyterian colleague who owned a 
beautiful sail boat which was moored in 
Santa Cruz.  We arranged a mutual day 
off from our pastoral duties and met mid-
morning on a beautiful day for sailing ð  
a slight Northwest breeze, high clouds, 
favorable forecast for all day.   
 
We motored our way out of the slip and 
down past the famous Crowôs Nest 
restaurant near the mouth of the inlet.  My 
friend instructed me how to hoist the main 
sail and prepare the jib.  His steady control 
of the rudder made our exit from the safety 
of the harbor a sight to behold for the few 
tourists standing on the man-made jetty.  
Soon our sails were filled with air currents 
that propelled us silently through the 
waters of Monterey Bay.  The sounds of 
the crashing waves upon the beach and 
our boat motor were far behind us and 
were replaced by the small flutter of our 
sails and the lapping of the waves upon 
the side of our fiberglass hull. 
 
We were to stay on this course for a while 
so he asked me to take the helm.  ñAye, 
aye, Captain,ò I responded.  My friend 
proceeded down into the small and 
compact cabin below deck.  He quickly 
reappeared, not so much to check on me, 
but to bring his Bible topside.  He began to 
read from one of the Gospels.  I canôt 
remember which one but it was the story 
of Jesus sleeping on the disciples small 
fishing boat while a storm on Galilee 
began to brew.  I was thinking while he 
read this story, ñDoes he know something 

about an impending storm that I donôt?ò  I 
wasnôt scared or worried, but as a pastor 
who loves the craft of homiletics, I was 
asking myself and eventually out loud to 
my friend, ñWhy this passage right now?ò 
 
My friend went into great detail about the 
physical science of sailing.  Like many 
things in life, when something looks easy 
to accomplish or perform, usually there is 
a great deal of skill and practice involved 
before it looks so beautiful.  The billowing 
sail always catch our attention.  But the 
true secret is the forces that are at work 
under the water.  The depth and strength 
of the keel redirect the power of the wind 
to power us through the water in our 
intended heading.  With the aid of a very 
small rudder, the entire boat aligns itself to 
our specific heading. 
 
I think my good friend was using me to 
practice his Sunday sermon!  He used the 
different parts of his sailboat as 
illustrations for the work of Godôs Holy 
Spirit in the life of the Church.  Without 
wind, the sailboat goes nowhere;  where 
there is wind, there is hope for movement, 
but itôs not guaranteed.  Just the right 
angle of sails, pitch of boat, angle of attack 
into the wind, the weight and design of the 
keel, determine the direction and speed of 
the boat, along with the skill of the crew. 
 
This wonderful day on Monterey Bay came 
to mind as I have been thinking about our 
ministry together at First Presbyterian 
Church of Stockton.  The first several  
 
(See page 3) 
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From the Pastor (Conôt.) 
 
months as an Interim/Transitional Pastorôs 
ministry is accessing and using a myriad of 
well honed and practiced congregational 
tools, and focusing on the health and 
direction of a particular congregation.  One 
famous church consultant refers to this 
process as coming with ñnew eyesò to see 
the obvious that has often been overlooked.  
In my brief time with you, I am convinced 
that many of you already have the gift of 
ónew eyesô and accurately see that which is 
around you.  This is much more than what 
one can see physically.  This sight of which I 
speak, refers to spiritual things as well as 
the physical realities. 
 
I want to hear more about what you see with 
your ónew eyesô about the ministry of our 
church.  I have already been in several of 
your homes and have thoroughly enjoyed 
our conversations about how God is working 
in your lives.  I am humbled to see the 
faithfulness of your professional staff and 
the servant/leaders of the church members, 
the Board of Deacons and Session.  It is my 
desire to meet with as many of you as 
possible in your home, at your place of 
employment or a local eatery.  Your 
perspective of how God is ñfilling the sailsò 
at First Presbyterian Church with His Holy 
Spirit is important for me and the 
congregation to hear and celebrate.   
 
I give thanks to God for your faithfulness.  
Your faithfulness to our Lord Jesus Christ, 
and Christ alone, will determine the future 
direction of our ministry together and that 
which will follow.  It is good to be on board 
with you.  May our direction always be 
guided by God. 
 
In the Grace and Power of the Holy Spirit, 
 
Pastor Kim 
 

BEWLEY  

SCHOLARSHIP 
Memorial funds left in the name of the 

Bewley, Lopez and Woods Family are now 

available for scholarships to church 

members pursuing higher education. High 

school seniors, students enrolled in a college 

or university or re-entering adults are 

eligible to apply. Applications are available 

in the church  office. You may also request 

them electronically by writing the church 

office email at:2office@fpcstockton.org. 
 

Requirements 

¶A 300 - 500 word personal statement 

¶3 letters of recommendations 

¶Any and all transcripts 
 

Due Date is May 12th 
 

Your entire application (with letters of 

reference, and any other requested 

supporting materials) must be turned in 

together in one packet. If your supporting 

materials arrive separately from your 

application, they will be disregarded and 

your file will be considered incomplete. 

Late applications will not be accepted. You 

may submit your completed application in 2 

ways: 
 

Mail to: First Presbyterian Church 

  ATTN: Scholarship  

   Committee 

  31 E. Vine St. 

  Stockton, CA 95202 
 

E-mail to:  office@fpcstockton.org 

  Subject Line:  

  FPC Scholarship Committee 
 

Please remember if your back up materials 

arrive separately than your application they 

will be disregarded, and your file will be 

incomplete. 
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Thank you to Doug and Craig 
for their work to fix the broken 
post on our Little Free Library. 
It is once again stocked and 
ǊŜŀŘȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ 
use. 
Please remember to donate 
books of all types and 
magazines. 

Readers R Us will be 

meeting  

Thursday, February 9th 

at 3:00 p.m. 

Ada Brownôs Home 

to discuss Hillbilly Elegy 

 by JD Vance 

 
The church recently participated 
in a program through PG&E and 
all our screw in light bulbs were 
replaced by more efficient ones.  
 
We are selling all the bulbs that 
were replaced for $1 each.  
 
Please see Eric, Doug, Craig, 
Carol or Joel if you would like to 
purchase any bulbs. 

Starting Sunday, January 29th, 
ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀ ƴŜǿ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ .ƻƻƪ 
Study group.  
 
They are studying What Happens 
When Women Say Yes to God by 
Lysa TerKeurst. 
 
See Kim Roider if you are  

    interested in taking part and to 
    receive a book. 

FOOD PANTRY  

On the first Sunday of the month, please bring 
2 cans of food to donate to our Food Pantry. 
This pantry is available to church members who 
are having a hard time and might otherwise not 
be able to afford to eat. The most popular 
items are canned meats (like tuna), peanut 
butter, fruit and vegetables.  
We hope you will be generous in helping those 
in need. 

The Deacons are reviving the Birthday 
Club!  
 
Suzanne Mecum will be sending 
birthday cards to members and 
visitors on a monthly basis. 

 
Please be sure to let the Office know the month and 
day of your birthday! 
If you prefer to not be recognized, please let Suzanne 
know. 
 
IŜǊŜΩǎ ǘƻ ŀ ȅŜŀǊ ƻŦ Ƴŀƴȅ IŀǇǇȅ .ƛǊǘƘŘŀȅ ǿƛǎƘŜǎΗ 
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Date Name 

February 5 Kathy White 

February 12 Sylvia Cavanaugh 

February 19 Amanda  
VanZwaluwenburg 

February 26 Gail Herron 

Bring soup or salad or salad toppings to share after 
service on February 12th. Fellowship Committee will 
provide some salad greens, so you can just bring 
toppings or you can  provide soup and/or salad.  
 
We will also have some Valentine Cards available for 
ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ ŀ ƭƻǾŜ ƴƻǘŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ŦƻǊ ±ŀƭŜƴǘƛƴŜΩǎ 
Day, February 14th.  Tell someone you love them! 

tǊŜǎōȅǘŜǊƛŀƴ ²ƻƳŜƴ !ǊŜ !ǎƪƛƴƎΣ ά²Ƙƻ Lǎ WŜǎǳǎΚέ 
 

As most of you know, we again have many children using our 
upstairs classrooms during the week and on Sunday evenings.  
aƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǳǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ Ǝƻ ǳǇǎǘŀƛǊǎ ŜǾŜǊΦ  {ƻ L ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ȅƻǳ ƳƛƎƘǘ ōŜ 
interested what the children have written on the blackboard.  I 
discovered these hand written words the morning before our 
tǊŜǎōȅǘŜǊƛŀƴ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ ŎƛǊŎƭŜ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎΦ  ²Ŝ ǿŜǊŜ 
studying the I Am descriptions of Jesus in the gospel of John,  
and what they mean for those of us who follow Jesus.  

I have unlimited potential. 
I can make good choices. 

I am never alone. 
I can do hard things. 
L ŀƳ ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎΧ 
Inside and out. 

I am of great worth. 
He has a plan for me. 
L ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘƻ L ŀƳΧ 

A Child of God. 
What a message you are sending these children by inviting them 
into our upstairs spaces.  If only we could be as clear of the 
power and strength that we have in knowing Jesus, the Way, the 
Truth, and the source of Abundant Life.  
 
Lƴ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ Ƙƻǿ tŀǳƭ ŀƴǎǿŜǊǎ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴΣ ά²Ƙƻ 
ƛǎ WŜǎǳǎΚέ  ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǘǿƻ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ Ƨƻƛƴ ǳǎΥ  ǘƘŜ 
first Tuesday of each month at 12 noon at church, or if you 
would prefer to meet in the evening, talk to Cheryl.   We meet at 
тΥлл ǇΦƳΦ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ IǳƴǘǎΩ ƘƻƳŜ ƻƴ ŀ aƻƴŘŀȅ ƻǊ ŀ ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅ 
depending on our work schedules.  In March we will resume our 
monthly luncheon on the third Tuesday of each month. 

From the Roider family for your 
prayers and support during 
9ŀǊƭΣ {ǊΦΩǎ Ŧƛƴŀƭ Řŀȅǎ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ƘŜƭǇ 
at his memorial service. 
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
STATED MEETING OF SESSION 

January 10, 2017 

The meeting was called to order by the Moderator, Rev. 
Dr. Kim Nelson at 6:30 PM and followed with a time of 
Word/Share/Prayer Ephesians 3:16-19 (Pray to be 
strengthened with power in your inner person) 
 
Roll:  Cheryl Hunt, Gail Herron, Lee Mecum, Merilyn 
Vaughn (ex), Eric Goldsmith (ex), Janet Sepiol,  
Katherine White ,Amanda VanZwaluwenburg (ex), 
Gretchen Louden (ex), Doug Hunt, Suzi Treganza  
(guest). Moderator: Kim Nelson 
 
Finance, Buildings and Grounds: 

¶ Doug Hunt reported that the trees on Vine Street 
are distressed. Eric will check with the city. 

¶ CFL light bulbs will be offered for sale to church 
members. 

¶ Carpets will be professionally cleaned. 

¶ The committee will investigate the cost of a banner 
to go above the reader board. 

¶ As part of preparing for a new pastor, FPC needs to 
conduct a financial review. 

 
/ƭŜǊƪΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘ: 

¶ The Minutes of the December 13th Stated Meeting 
were approved as submitted. 

¶ Member Deaths:  Lonnie Stone 
    Lucille Harmon 

¶ A motion was made, seconded and passed to 
remove Dale and Carlynn Dunmire from 
membership at their request.  Pastor Kim will 
contact the Dunmires. 

¶ A motion was made, seconded and passed to 
accept the resignation of Carl and Bethany  
Graham from the Deacons.  

 
tŀǎǘƻǊΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘ:  Rev. Nelson thanked Suzi Treganza  
and Victor Naranjo for making his transition easy. 
 
Consent agenda: That Katherine White is elected Clerk 
of Session for 2017 (Passed) 
 
Discussion items: 

¶ That Session meeting time is changed to 
accommodate busy schedules of members.  The 
February meeting will be on Wednesday, the 15th.   
More discussion is needed before deciding on a regular 
meeting time. 
 

¶ The 2017 Corporation officers are : 
 President: Eric Goldsmith 
 Vice President: Merilyn Vaughn 
 Secretary: Katherine White 
 Treasurer: Craig Holmes 
 
Committee assignments and reports: 

¶ Christian Education: (Amanda Van Zwaluwenburg) 
No report 

¶ Fellowship: (Merilyn Vaughn) No report 

¶ Finance, Buildings and Grounds: (Doug Hunt for 
Eric Goldsmith) See earlier report. 

¶ Mission: (Cheryl Hunt/Katherine White) Gravity 
Church will have a Come to the Table event on 
January 21st.  Members are invited to join in a 
simple dinner and conversation with  our homeless 
neighbors.  Sunday morning hospitality will 
continue.  The committee passed a motion to invite 
Elmarie and Scott Parker to visit our church again 
next summer. 

¶ Nominating: (Merilyn Vaughn)  Tola Eley and 
Delilah Mason have been nominated to be Deacons.  
The will be elected at the Annual Meeting. 

¶ Personnel: (Janet Sepiol) No report 

¶ Stewardship (Gail Herron)  Fewer members of the 
congregation submitted pledges but the pledged 
amount is greater than last year. 

¶ Support and Endowment: (Janet Sepiol) No report 

¶ Worship and Music: (Lee Mecum/Gretchen 
Louden) Black History Month/International Day will 
be celebrated on February 19th.  There will be a 
brief meeting to practice serving Communion after 
worship on January 15th. 

 
Dates to remember: 

¶ Presbytery Meets February 4th in Manteca.  
Merilyn Vaughn and Lee Mecum are delegates. 

¶ Annual meeting, January 29th. 
 

The next Stated meeting is February 15th at 6:30 PM. 
 
The meeting was adjourned with prayer at 8:20 PM. 
 
Attest 
 
Katherine White 
Clerk of Session 
 
 



FEBRUARY 2017  PG 7  

I highly recommend this Northern California event to see what other churches and new 
worshipping communities of the Presbyterian Church are doing. If you would like to attend 
with me, please contact the church office as soon as possible or you may register online as 
noted below. 
   Pastor Kim 


