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Our physical bodies each possess an adrenal re-
sponse of #AFight or Flig
stressful challenge we may either run as fast away
from the problem as we are able or actively tackle
what is confronting us. In life we each face our own
challenges. Sometimes avoiding them may seem
helpful, but frequently conflict resolution is prefer-
able to conflict avoidance.

As a community we have faced the challenge of
church decline. For the better part of 50 years, the
mainline church, this one included, has been witness
to a slow erosion of influence and loss of energy.
This has been all that some of us have known when
considering the life of the church.

Yet, when we look around us in Stockton, the fields
are ripe for the harvest though the workers are few.
Almost daily, | have been put into conversations
with people in our community who are genuinely un-
aware of what it means to be a Christian, or what it
means to follow Christ, or even what we believe that
Jesus did. Itis not just apathy or old-fashioned tra-
ditions that keep people from coming to church as
some may suggest, but simple ignorance. And the
fault on our part is a lack of communication to the
people that need to hear of God's great love.

The people of God's church are to be communicators.

We are to communicate the message of God's Love.
We are to AGo and Tell . o
but there is so much more that we can do. And there
is so much more that we will do.

Some of you may be wondering what goes on in
those meetings of session. Is it top secret stuff, is it
just spending money, is it just voting on things? Pri-
marily the session is elected to help lead the church
in spiritual matters. It was put well the other day, as
lheardit--A" As a church we are
rather than | etting ours
great attitude to adopt by your elected leadership.

w; \’— FT A :
0 A ﬂ"/ Q 1 A/ t/,. p€o¥° \

Wﬁ@d@wgl

15411 =

A,

eqovﬂ?” eld, Ydlze'o
Co¥ 749 "'lri

With God's help what could be labeled as impossi-
ble?

yone who ig aware of instityti npw.that th ke
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where we are fighting for our life is exciting. Instead
of waiting for a silver bullet or waiting until someone
else does it, we are steadily regaining our identity as
the Can-do it church. More than that we give credit
to the Can-do God. We pray for strength, for revival,
for energy to come and lead us into being the people
of faith that God is calling us to be.

It is encouraging to see how God is moving in our
midst. Imagine this real problem that was faced in
Septemberd three great events happening at our
church on the same day. All three of them connect-
ing with the larger community outside our walls --
Last Saturday Luncheon, Love Stockton and Presby-
terian Women Gathering. That is amazing.

It is certainly not the first time that a church has

tried to fight the tide of decline; but we pray that as
our Lord is leading us we will be open to following
now. Look around you and see the miracle that God
is doing today in your life. It

may be small, it may be large; |nS|de

but if your trust is put in God

you can expect wondrous Calendar 2
things.

October is the month when News 3
we r r the e .

Protestant e?ormévgfr)ﬁﬁﬁgyn Kids Corner 3-
our challenge be not only to

remember the Reformation of  NOtes of 4
5 centuries ago, but to en-

gage in the church's present | 1 nanks
reformation as we seek the

welfare of the city to the glory = Byents 57

of God.

deci di g to

Reminders 7t



B
et % \

'October

&

T

-
e

%84y

$ Fri | Sat
Sun| Mon| Tues Wed|Thurs Fri a
] 2 3 4 5
TO&E Y60 2 OJREPTY 5:30 p.m. 9:30 a.m. 2100 i\éms- o
11:30 a.m. Baskethall Tai Chi cts 16:
+>0% % >G 12V Circles ! askena an Trinity in
6:30 p.m Modesto
takes place eve Christian
Education
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
10:30 a.m. 9:30a.m. 5:30 p.m. 9:30 a.m. 8:45a.m.
Worship Tai Chi Basketball Tai Chi Yard Sale of
Service Biblical
Proportions @
Church of the
World Food 49ers in
Potluck Columbia
“
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
10:30 a.m. 9:30a.m. 12:00 p.m. 5:30 p.m. 9:30 a.m. 8:30 a.m.
Worship Tai Chi PW Luncheon | Basketball Tai Chi Bible Reading
Service Marathon
10:30 a.m. 6:30 p.m. 6:30 p.m.
FB&G Safe Church Session
Deacons Meeting Training Meeting
Meeting
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
10:30 a.m. | 9:30a.m. 5:30 p.m. 3:00 p.m. 9:30 a.m. 11:30 a.m.
Worship Tai Chi Basketball Readers R Us | Tai Chi Last Saturday
Service Luncheon
Deadline:
November
Window LI
Articles <9§
27 28 29 30 31
10:30 a.m. |9:30 a.m. 5:30 p.m.
Worship Tai Chi Basketball
Service .

October 2013 Window




