. Spring is here. A new season be-

= i Jins; a new year moves forward

% one more time. It is for us Chris-

4 tians the season of Easter: A time
!t o remember God?od
¥ redemption of a wayward people
(us) through the death and resur-
rection of Jesus Christ.

| live close to the church. | like my home and my
neighbors. Taking my morning walks and my af-
ternoon bike rides gives me pleasure! There is a
down to earth character to this part of Stockton.
However | am well aware of the problems that ex-
ist here too.

Yet | see God at work. There is hope. | am getting
to know the people in the community and
neighborhood. People of faith that care about this
area and are committed to seeing genuine change
keep turning up. Local pastors, school leaders and
community folks share a compassion for the peo-
ple of the area and schools. Many (like Restore
and folks in our church) have the energy and com-
mitment to spend long hours providing opportuni-
ties of hope for our neighbors and kids.

Encouraging too is to see First Presbyterian
Church Stockton opening its heart and doors to
the community through the Saturday luncheons
and other activities. There is intentional hope in-
volved in each of of these decisions. Churches
that give and care grow. | am encouraged to see
this here.

There is a wonderful PBS program called The Or-
phan Trains. In 1853 a young minister named

Charles Loring Brace foun:
Society. Brace arrived in New York to finish his

seminary training; he was appalled at the horrific
conditions on the streets. Children wandered,
beggudiandlivetl in sgeatict conditions. Brace

could have turned away from the squalor. He

could have said, AThese ar
not my problem. o | am sur e
ties to move to a cushy and affluent congregation.

But he did not.

Thus began the Childrenos
aim of getting orphaned children off the streets

and into homes in the rural Midwest and west.

Over the next 75 years over 100,000 children

were transported west. It is a remarkable story.

Brace saw a need. He
did something. He
brought hope to thou-
sands.

Our Christian faith is a
faith stirs us to hope
and to do something
about it. We can have
hope because we are
linked to a God that
gives us hope. God
saw our need. Christ
died and rose on
Easter. Hope has
been brought to our
part of the city.

Rev. Don Strongma



Sat

1 2 3 4
9:30 a.m. 7:00 p.m. 9:30 a.m.
11:30 a.m. Lenten Study Tai Chi
PW Circles (6:30 p.m.
Potluck)
7:00 p.m.
CE Meeting
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
10:30 a.m. 9:30 a.m. 3:00 p.m. 7:00 p.m. 9:30 a.m.
Worship Tai Chi FB&G Lenten Study Tai Chi
Service Meeting (6:30 p.m.
Potluck)
15 16 18 19
12:00 p.m. 7:00 p.m. 9:30 a.m.
PW Luncheon | Lenten Study Tai Chi
(6:30 p.m.
Deacons Mtg Potluck) Good Friday
Deadline: :
Easter Lily W '
Order Forms
20 21 22 23 25 26
10:30 a.m. 9:30 a.m. 6:30 p.m. 9:30 a.m. 10:00 a.m.
Worship Tai Chi Session Tai Chi PW Spring
Service Deadline: Meeting Gathering
May Window 11:30 a.m.
E‘a‘S?Q:I‘ Articles 3 Last Saturday
_ﬁl—_ <9§ Luncheon
27 28 29 30
10:30 a.m. 9:30 a.m.
Worship Tai Chi
Service
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First Pres News

BEWLEY
SCHOLARSHIP

Memorial funds left in the name of the Bewley, NG
Lopez, and Woods Family are now available: for '
scholarships to church members pursuing
higher educatiorHigh School Seniors, students
enrolled in a college or university, orre
entering adults are eligible to appApplica-
tions are available in the church office. You:
may also request them electronically by wrltmg
the church office email at:
office@fpcstockton.org.

Renuiremens Kids corner

YA 300- 500 word personal statement
13 letters of recommendations
fAny and all transcripts

One sign of spring and rebirth is the appearance of flowers and plants ir
Due Date is May oth our yards, woods, fields and gardens. Use the code to find this verse in
Isaiah that reminds us of spring and rebirth:

Your entire application(with letters of refer- $aA UB & ¢ 1'0’ D gP E FF % G

ence, and any other requested supporting mate
rials) must be turned in together @me packet. & H I & ) . K , L &M N

If your supporting materials arrive separately €to %P ®a oR S 4T U

from your application, they will be disregarded <& y ¥w X ®Y % Z
and your file will be considered incomplete.

Donoét procrastinat e,
than you think! ————— — == == — .

Late applications will not be accepted. J—@ g—P 6 ?P ; ?\}’ —~ T cg)) D T8 @
You may submit youcompletecapplicationin| o _ .
2 ways: TLOBRRPD: $RED: L o® L&
Malil to: First Presbyterian Church o T — Tm mr —m o o —— — o o
ATTN: Scholarship Committee MepD: J P EERDPOEY
31 E. Vine St. e
Stockton, CA 95202 TYLRP® OXBPRIEDH LB
E-mailto: office@fpcstockton.org | 0 0w aZ e o s o =~ T~ 'I,
Subject Line: TR TR F *E q\b J &G &
FPC Scholarship Committee | _ . _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ __ _ _ _ _ ‘s
j | BPORRIT LI tr¥% gToRI
Please remember if your back up materials ar- S
rive separately than your application they will Vi Tt VEAGaRA > v T ves ]
be disregarded, and your file will be incom- “‘; &% Pt f td Leee E
plete. 1 __ _ —_ — %
=
2
<




First Pres News

New Arrival

Dear Friends,

At long last, we are a family
of four. Ali safely delivered
Ellis Augustine Wright on
March 20th at 6:12 p.m.
Thanks for your prayers.

Sincerely,

P

STATS

o [©]
| have to make a correction to my last report: We actually had 18 participants rather Blbll R@@@ﬂﬂ
So much for my ability to read (and produce) spreadsheets. | promised stats, so here yo

go. Here are the names of each participant, the number of readings they participated in, t

Iy,
arathon 8

number of hours and/or minutes each read, listed in the order of appearance.

Merilyn Vaughn

David Baldwin 2
Kerry Baldwin 1
Barbara Beasley 10
Kathy White 13
John Vaughn 20
Chris Grant 5
Carol Dietrich 7
Gretchen Louden 6
Jim Louden 5
Tom White 16
Frances MendekicPherson 1
Gus Wright 13
Jennifer (friend of TW) 1
Cheryl Hunt 1
Mara Duffy 10
Ali Wright 1
Olivia (friend of TW) 1

Total reading time: 79 hrs 40 min. Thank you to all who participated.

22(23)19 hrs 46 min

33 min

24 min

3 hrs 24 min
5 hrs 39 min
13 hrs 39 min
3 hrs 37 min
2 hrs 56 min
3 hrs 4 min

2 hrs 21 min
10 hrs 21 min
29 min

7 hrs 19 min
20 min

16 min

4 hrs 11 min
1 hr 3 min

18 min

It was a wonderfully enriching experience.

Hebrews 4:12 For the word of God is living a
active and sharper than any tvealged sword,
and piercing as far as the division of soul an
spirit, of both joints and marrow, and able t
judge the thoughts and intentions of the heaft.

1 Peter 1:23 For you have bee
born again, not of perishable se
but of imperishable, through th
living and enduring word of God

Isaiah 40:6b, 8 All flesh is grass, an
all its loveliness is like the flower of th

field. The grass withers, the flower
fades, but the word of our God stan
forever.




