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 I love Easter.  As a pastor it is even more delightful than Christmas. 
In this hemisphere spring is upon us, the music and the flowers and the 
food all come together in a wonderful blend of victory.  Though there is 
some commercialism in the market place, it seems more sacred than other 
times. The church is filled. The message is familiar and brimming with   
optimism and hope. 
 For the disciples though, much of the celebration was different.     
Perhaps the earliest Easter was marked with confusion, disbelief and      
curiosity, as well as joy.  There would not have been even one chocolate 
bunny to be found.  Thine is the Glory  definitely was not sung, as English 
was not even invented. Itôs unlikely that believers got new Easter clothes. 
 As a church we recognize our wonderful traditions of the faith. We 
also realize that though these traditions shape us, they are not as             
important as the news that Christ indeed lives.  What will we do with that 
news. 
 I recently heard a man strolling through the neighborhood shouting 
and preaching.  That's not usually my style, but I  considered how              
inspiring to want to shout it from the mountain tops, or in this case yell it 
walking down El Dorado so that people come out of their buildings to see 
what it going on. Maybe that's not your style either, but I think as the     
disciples ran back to tell the news of resurrection there was some shouting 
going on. Like a person finding out news of getting a new promotion, or 
when your team wins the championship, don't you want the world to know 
that Jesus is victorious? 
 As believers we are forgiven and loved and that is wonderful news. It 
is news that is too important to keep just to yourself. So let it out. Shout it 
out.  Christ is risen.  He is risen indeed. 
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Join us for birthday cake on Sunday, 
March 13th, after worship,  to         
celebrate First Pres's 166th birthday!  
No luncheon that day, just cake.  Think 
about what gift you could give your church 
to celebrate.  It is probably not something 
you can wrap up and put a bow on.  How 
about prayer? Joining a committee?     
Helping with a project? Greeting?           
Ushering? Preparing coffee and juice for 
coffee hour? Visiting the homebound?   
Calling someone who hasn't been here for a 
while? Sending an encouraging note?  
There are many ways you can bless our 
congregation and celebrate our years of 
service to God, to each other, and to the 
community.  

Lenten Bible Study! 
When: Wednesdays;   

6:30 p.m.-potluck, 7:00 p.m.-Bible Study 

Join us as we study the book of       

Ephesians during this season of Lent!  

Income $17,206.13 

Budgeted Expenses $16,022.00 

December 2015 

Income $18,913.24 

Budgeted Expenses $16,822.19 

Last Month: January 2016 

COMING Soon! 

A Sunday Morning (pre-Service) 
Adult Bible Study  

is currently being planned  
to begin   

April 18    

 
 
 
 

Stay tuned for more details! 
A sign-up sheet will be posted in Westminster Hall. 

Interested? 

March is the time to watch for the opening of Daffodil Hill.  All is dependent on the weather, of course.  
We have been foiled in the past; let's hope it works for us this year!  If you are a Facebook fan, you can 
watch Daffodil Hill's Facebook page for news.  As of now, they are projecting a mid-March opening.  Stay 
tuned.  Announcements will be forthcoming.  
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Readers R Us will be meeting on           
Thursday, March 17th, at 2:00 p.m. at the 
home of Linda Trapp.  We will be discussing 
House Rules by Jodi Picoult. 

You wonôt want to miss this! There will 

be an Easter Egg hunt  after worship on 

March 20!! 

We are not organizing any formal camp trips as a church this year, but we do encourage those      

interested in summer camp to take a look at the camps offered at Calvin Crest. 

Remember to 

bring flowers 

on Easter    

Sunday! 


