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Transitiona thoughts romthe Pasor .

To the Saints in and around Stockton First
Presbyterian,

| feel so blessed to be your Interim/
Transitional Pastor. It is hard for me to
believe that we are beginning our fifth month
with you. God is doing some wonderful
things through you in this historic place.

The Presbytery has asked me to submit an
evaluation of the
plans for the near future of the church. I am
in the midst of composing the report. | want
to share the highlights with you. First and
primary, the congregation, albeit small, is
comprised of dedicated and faithful members
who fondly remember
but also affirm that God is doing something
new and different as they prepare for the
next important chapter in the life of this
historic congregation.

1 Worship is central to this congregation.
The congregation is supportive of
traditional and reformed worship but is
willing and eager to explore variations in
liturgy and music.

1 Small group ministries - wo me n 0 s
studies, Lenten Study Series, and others
groups - have a significant number of
participants.

1 Wonderful exhibits of true pastoral care is
demonstrated by the Board of Deacons
and several members as they visit,
contact, and write members and friends
of the congregation who are unable to
attend worship.

There is an enthusiastic embrace of
mission endeavors, locally and globally;
Presbyterian and non-denominationally.
The majority of the congregation is more
than pleased with the mentoring and
serving taking place with our partners in
Restore Ministries. The joint efforts in
combining our food pantries is extending
the love of Jesus Christ to a much
broader community. The partnership with

A c ur the rrdod Bank theougb fthe affoftsa of

Restore and Rev. David Cicileo have
made the quantity and quality of our joint
food pantry substantially more complete.

1 The important financial Presbyterian

t hviessiofi gsoppodt ob lowr caohgregation
continues to assist people with
emergency food, shelter, water, and
clothing, in addition to sharing the Good
News in Jesus Christt Our local
Presbytery support of clean water
projects and mission trips to construct
such units brings hope to thousands of
people.

f  Our historic building is beautiful but is in
critical need of addressing deferred
Briaipten@nce issues, appropriate seating
and lighting in the sanctuary, and
updating restroom facilities. Your input is
very important. Please see the new
bulletin board in Westminster Hall to add
your specific building/facility concerns.
Some of these issues will need to be
addressed within the context of how the
congregation sees its future ministries.

(Continued on page 2)
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Transitional Thoughts (Condt) .

1 The MOST important question that needs our ;
attention i s A Wh at i's the pFy
pur pose of First Presbyteri a;
This question needs your prayer and discernment
prior to almost any other question. | ask you to put
this at the top of your prayer
desires for our ministry will determine what needs

S
e r che t od
\-1::_$ A.
gl

ﬁﬁiscernir

to be repaired, updated, changed, and Ll'l:{lf Blf RI:EEL[I‘LIIEM%Y&\E '
transformed. Dedicated time for discernment will -

be a featured part of our congregational work in Our Little Free Library is in need of
the next few months. The first of many steps will OKAf RNByQa o6221ad t
take place with your Session and the Board of personal libraries and see if you have
Deacons on Saturday, May 13, during an all-day books you can share with our
retreat. community.

1 Stewardship of our collective time, talents and

financial resources needs to reflect our most
sincere response to Godobs EIR§TGSH&BA¥:I i n
Jesus Chri st. I believe onc di™s odods

for Stockton First Presbyterian, it is important to Please remember to bring in 2 canned
align all our resources - time, talent and financial - food items the first Sunday of every
to realize Godoés dream f ormonthd Shese | t

ook Ilike fiministry as us ynlsgdntoodrhe
of our current membership and our location will Food Pantry.

not permit it. But | am assured that through our
faithfulness, God will do something GREAT.

What lies ahead in the uncharted waters of major
societal changes and tectonic shifts of our culture,
God only knows. Our faithful response is to discern
and desire Godo6s Wil for i ndi vidual nd
congregation.

It is in that process, that | am honored to be your worShlp A SIStants
Wor P

I nterim/ Transitional Pasto Na{mrél mo
pastor al article with the t ol th
church in Philippi, May 7 Doug Hunt
| press on to take hold of that for which May 14 Sylvia Cavanaugh
Christ Jesus took hold of me. Brothers and May 21 Jared
sisters, | do not consider myself yet to have VanZwaluwenburg
taken hold of it. But one thing | do know: May 28 Kathy White

Forgetting what is behind and straining toward
what is ahead, | press on toward the goal to
win the prize for which God has called me
heavenward in Christ Jesus.

Sincerely in Christ Jesus,

Kim L. Nelson
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EWASTE 4
(@ - GOOD |

GOOD 4 PEOPLE - GOOD 4 EARTH - GOOD 4 YOU

Powered by Tri Valley Recycling

Our church has partnered with EWaste 4
Good through Tri-Valley Recycling here in

‘ Stockton.
Our first-ciQhdarch daagso wil/l
be Friday, May 19th, from 8:30 a.m. They pay when you recycle old electronics,
until 4:30 p.m. and Saturday, May including TVs, cords, monitors and
20th, from 8:30 a.m. until 3:00 p.m. computers. Because we are now registered

. with them as a non-profit, when you recycle
We need lots of dedicated people to you can tell them it is for First Presbyterian

come and help us move things out of Church, and any amounts earned from what

the closets and cubbyholes! you are recycling will be credited to our
account.

We hope youol | j oin us for t his

important project. All you have to do is go to their website

www.eWasted4good.com and complete the
requested information. Within a few days, a
dispatcher will call you to schedule an in-
home or office pick up. You can also call them
at 800-317-3112 to set an appointment for

I. " . _ : _
pick-up or you can deliver your items to Tri
omen s I e u y Valley Recycling, 1988 E. Alpine.
A

We h & tgis will help you clean out your old
electronics.

new Womenos
Study will begin on
s H “ I Sunday, May 14th, at 9:00
a.m. They will be studying

W Keep It Shut by Karen
Ehman.

FAREN EHMAN See Kim Roider for details.

Thank you for your support!
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Mother's Day Bewley
Fellowship Lunch Scholarship

May 14 i s Mot her 6s D alfy yoa nnéint a&d smply dam ra Bewley
regular Second Sunday Fellowship Scholarship, remember that the due date is
Luncheon. | f you haveMay Mtht her 6s Day

luncheon plans with your mother or

children, t hat 6s wo n d e’ouf entile applicatiop o fwithdletter$ tof,
please plan to stay for a special hors reference, and any other requested
déboeuvre/finger food qumportingl ankaterials) u musth 2 otarned in
Bring your favorite party appetizer. It will together in one packet . If your supporting
be a special time for those of us who either materials arrive separately from your
do not have mothers or children or do not application, they will be disregarded and your
live close enough to see them on that day. file will be considered incomplete. Late
Our church family are our mothers and our applications will not be accepted. You may

submit your completed application in 2 ways:

Mail to: First Presbyterian Church
ATTN: Scholarship
Committee
31 E. Vine St.
Stockton, CA 95202

E-mail to: office@fpcstockton.org
Subject Line:
FPC Scholarship Committee

Readers R Us will be

meeting il
Thursday, May 11th * Yaai Gyasi -
at 3:00 p.m. Homegoing
Janet Sepiol 3

to discuss Homegoing T
by Yaa Gyasi LCesmaugpel

[ NN NN - - |

Lhasasesimsiat,

Robes of Righteousness

The Robes of Righteousness community clothing closet is thriving due to the constant

stream of generosity. We are blessed by all the ways the congregation has stepped in

to provide clothes, shoes, blankets, and coats. The closet is currently being utilized by
members of Gravityds congregation after servi
our community during our monthly Come to the Table event. Donations of new or very

gently used clothes, shoes, and blankets are always welcome and can be dropped off

in the church office.
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Pentecost
Luncheon

Heads Up! Pentecost Sunday, is on
June 4th. Not only are we wearing red
for Pentecost, we will be having our
Fellowship luncheon on that day
rather than on the second Sunday.

On the Day of Pentecost the disciples
were filled with the Holy Spirit and
spoke in languages of other countries
and surrounding cultures, much to the
amazement of the crowds who heard
them.

Letds celebrate on
from different countries and cultures.
Bring your favorite ethnic dish, either
from your own heritage or simply food
you enjoy and want to share.

‘Holy

~__Baptism

=

On March 26th we had the privilege of
celebrating the Baptism of Nathan Alexander

Alessio with his family and friends.

MAY 2017
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Stewardship

The other day | mentioned in a meeting
that | would put a Stewardship message
in the May Window.

i Oh, no, 0 several sai
year already?b9

Stewardship i snot ju
November event but about living
Stewardship all year long.

Do we think stewardship is about money?

Stewardship is how generous we are

“ e4 t with alWwthet God Ha® emtcusted to us.

Stewardship is not only about paying the
bills.

It is about loving God and our
neighbor by living every day as Jesus
would.
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SESSION HIGHLIGHTS COMMUNITY GARDEN

T There was discussion abouttheupcoming |t 6s not too ear | be
Church Clean Up Days of May 19 and 20 produce from your own vegetable garden
T Discussion of possible major projects that Fortunately, we have some beds right here
are needed (see Past atrFPEKfombose vého enjoyx dgraving fresh
tomatoes, basil, peppers, eggplant, zucchini,
etc. They are the perfect solution for those
who would like to have a vegetable garden,

but dondt have enough sun

We have
several beds
& (measuring

= approximately
1 4'x8") just east
- of the parking

l ot for
_ _ Afadopti ono
Due to scheduling conflicts, the Amador You can reserve an entire bed or just half of
Flower Farm Outing has been postponed. one. A drip irrigation system is already in
Meanwhile, if you are able to go on your place for each bed and the beds are
own, please do! [Itds aWwWtegegddtimgawerkace to visit.

All you need to do is prepare the plot, plant
the plot, and maintain (weed/fertilize) the
plot. The bounty is all yours, or you can
share with friends, neighbors, or your church

o *“APPY%* family. Anything can be planted in the beds,

.“RTHDAYQO but because of Fhe size of the gar_den,

X0 smaller or determinate plants (those with a
# * fixed size) will be more successful, i.e. just
To everyone who celebrates

one zucchini, watermelon, or squash plant
their birthday in May.

can take over an entire bed.
Some of the beds will be utilized by
We wish you many blessings.

Restoreds mentoring progr
interested in adopting a bed or portion of a

bed, or have questions, please contact

Craig Holmes (601-1040 or
holmescdm@aol.com; or leave a note for

our Office Manager, Suzi.

First Quarter 2017 Income Report

Jan.2017 Feb. 2017 | Mar. 2017 Total

Income | $17,645.03| $16,123.70 | $15,479.60| $49,248.33

Budget | $14,250.01 | $14,250.01 | $14,250.01f $42,750.03
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mailto:holmescdm@aol.com;

MARIE MEDFORD RETIRES

On April 1st, FPC held a Retirement Party for Marie Medford, our organist
for the last 23 years. Please enjoy these pictures taken
during that fun event.
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